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Digesting, 
Doing and 
Dialogue:

A lens for learning
in a connected world
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¿QUÉ ES 
EDUCAR 

A LA 
GENTE?
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?



A A’
Improving

New & valuable Information source

Family + local network + 
info – source (book/ master) 



Family 
+ local network
+ info sources











Family 
+ local network
+ info sources







We thought access was the
problem.



Digital World





Image by <a href="https://pixabay.com/users/kbrosig-5980017/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=2643258">kbrosig</a> from <a 
href="https://pixabay.com//?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=2643258">Pixabay</a>



'Ice Explosion’ By hey mr glenn in Flickr http://www.flickr.com/photos/17106526@N00/328336894
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We thought abundance was
the problem.



personal 
learning
environ
ments







We thought connection
was the opportunity.



OPENNESS · LEARNER CONTROL · AUTONOMY · 
INTEROPERABILITY · NETWORKS · MULTIPLE 

CONTEXTS · PERSONAL LEARNING

"(...) a collection of tools, brought together under the
conceptual notion of openness, interoperability, and learner
control. As such, they are comprised of two elements - the
tools and the conceptual notions that drive how and why we
select individual parts. PLEs are a concept-entity."

"Whilst PLEs may be represented as technology, 
including applications and services, more 

important is the idea of supporting individual and 
group based learning in multiple contexts and of

promoting learner autonomy and control (...) 
Personal Learning Environments offer both the

framework and the technologies to integrate
personal learning and working."

Personal Learning Networks (PLNs) are all about
using web tools such as blogs, wiki, twitter, 
facebook, to create connects with others which
extend our learning, increases our reflection while
enabling us to learn together as part of a global 
community."

"The PLE is an approach not an
application."



personal 
learning
environ
ments



personal

personalized



PLE was never a platform



THE WAY WE 
LEARN



Where does
your learning
happen?





UNIVERSITY LIBRARY
1. What do you value in this learning space? 
In this learning space I value silence, respect between students, the great
environment that helps you to be focused and its good and modern facilities.

2. How do you think this space affects your learning?
This space affects my learning positively because I can be focused in my
studies without any distraction or noises. Also, I feel very comfortable
studying and doing my homework here because when I am at my room studying
or doing homework the majority of the times I get distracted.

3. The Activity
I was reading and understanding the booklet I printed about Educational
psychology because I want to start reviewing some contents we learnt in class. 
Specifically I was reading the main characteristics of an effective teacher.

4. the three most significant elements 
• My highlighters: it makes me understand better the texts making them more 
visual and letting me giving more importance to some concepts.
• The silence: essential for me to study and to make tasks faster and more 
focused.
• Students: Regarding other students focused in their work makes me keep
motivated. Sometimes I go with friends to help each other and learn from them.





LEARNING CROCHET

1. What do you value in this learning space? 
In this learning space I value having materials for learning crochet and 
the possibility of learn it in my room. 

2. How do you think this space affects your learning?
Crochet helps me because I feel calm and it makes me clear my mind
by focusing on that completely. I think it helps my learning because it
allows me to have time for myself and do what I like, which makes me 
be in a better mood and be motivated to dedícate time to it.

3. The Activity
I was just reviewing how to do basic chain stitch because I didn't

remember very well how to do it… …In addition, I learnt to hold the
crochet needle the right way.

4. the three most significant elements 
Good lighting: I always crochet in my room where I can see very well
and clearly what I am working on.
Crochet needle: essential tool to crochet. I have got so many sizes to
crochet with threads of different thicknesses.
Music: when I crochet I always listen to pop music because it makes
me feel more engaged and happy. 





THE BEACH IN MY TOWN

1. What do you value in this learning space? 
In this learning space I value the feeling of coming home to stay with my family
and friends. Moreover, I feel with more energy because of the sun rays when I 
go to the beach in my town.

2. How do you think this space affects your learning?
This space gives me the chance to learn about nature and for me it works like a 
kind of therapy because when I stay there I feel better and it helps me to reflect
calmly.

3. The Activity
I was going for a walk with my parents and my sister because every weekend we
spend time together when it is sunny. Here I learn to appreciate the time I spent
with my family and to enjoy with them doing this healthy activity.

4. the three most significant elements 
•The waves: the waves give me peace and help me to relax because of their
sound. 
•Marine animals: I always pay attention when I am at the beach to watch the
different kind of species and to learn about them.
•Sand: I really like the sand because when summer hasn’t arrived yet I love
walking on it making me nostalgic about last summers.

•.



PERSON TWO





MY DESKTOP

1. What do you value in this learning space? 
my PC is the key of this space. I have everything I need there: from university
materials to entertainment multimedia such as music or videogames.

2. How do you think this space affects your learning?
This space makes me feel comfortable while doing my tasks as it makes everything
more bearable. Having a quick access to everything I need in the comfort of my
rooms has a positive impact in my learning

3. The Activity
In this space I do many things such as reading, researching or writing notes for class. 
I learn about my university subjects and my hobbies.

4. the three most significant elements 
• PC: As I said before, is the key aspect of this space. Is where I have everything I 
need for my personal and academic use.
• Window: Having access to natural light just in front of my work space makes me 
feel awake and has a positive impact on my mood
• Headphones: Thanks to my headphones I can listen to music while doing my tasks, 
making them much bearable. I also feel that I work better with music rather than
without it..





MY MUSICAL SPACE
1. What do you value in this learning space? 
(apart from the piano itself) the calm that having my piano in my bedroom
gives me. I can play whenever I want without having someone telling me 
that I am bothering them. 

2. How do you think this space affects your learning?
This space helps me developing my hand coordination, musical knowledge
and rithmic skills. It also helps me relaxing when I am stressed.

3. The Activity
In this space I don't only play the piano but I also learn to read sheet music 

and study music theory.

4. the three most significant elements 
Piano: The piano is the key element of my musical space. It is what allows
me applying the theoretical contents I learn to the practical dimension.
Posters: Even though it may seem like it is no big deal, having little posters 
of my favourite musical albums helps me keep motivated to continue 
playing piano when I feel tired or disengaged.
Window: Having access to sunlight and makes me feel awake and has a 
positive impact on my mood.





VOLEIBALL TRAININGS

1. What do you value in this learning space? 
the team spirit that is always present when training with my friends. We help each
other and provide support to those who feel demotivated when committing a 
mistake.

2. How do you think this space affects your learning?
better health and psysique. Moreover, when playing volleyball I am constantly
learning new things as I feel that I  still have a long journey until becoming a 
mediocre player. This makes me feel encouraged to keep playing and getting better
everyday.

3. The Activity
I learn concepts related to the sport itself and my position as a "3". Moreover, 
playing volleyball helps me developing my sense of team spirit as well as my social 
skills as I am always meeting new people that share my interest in volleyball.

4. the three most significant elements 
Teammates
Volleyball net 
Volleyball
•.
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Learning has always been less
obedient





Institutions
organise
teaching

People
organise
learning





LEARNING 
IS 
ORGANISED
, 
NOT 
DELIVERED.

As if
learning

were simple.







Not just consuming





Not just producing



personal learning NETWORKS



Not just talking - communicating







DIALOGUE
DOING
DIGESTING





DIALOGUE
DOING
DIGESTING



“the real problem solving engine was the larger, 
biotechnological matrix comprising (in the case at 
hand) the brain, the stacked papers, the previous
marginalia, the electronic files, the operations of 

search provided by the Mac software, and so on, and 
so on”

Andy Clark, 2003 p.26



learning is distributed
across the connections
people build throughout
their lives.



Learning is situated
but it is not contained.
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STOP BUILDING CONTAINERS



personal 
learning
environ
ments





personal

personalized



personal

personalized



personal

personalized



personal

Metacognition - Selfdirection





personal

A Personal Learning Environment is not personal 
because it belongs to one individual. It is personal 

because the learner assumes responsibility for
directing it.





Image by <a href="https://pixabay.com/users/kbrosig-5980017/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=2643258">kbrosig</a> from <a 
href="https://pixabay.com//?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=2643258">Pixabay</a>

STOP BUILDING CONTAINERS



The real educational outcome is
not what students know when
they finish the course. It is the

Personal Learning Environment
they leave with.



learning is distributed
environments are sociomaterial

agency matters
people organise

institutions contribute
courses should strengthen PLEs



And then, AI arrives and 
altered all these conditions...



Social







DIALOGUE
DOING
DIGESTING





DIGESTING

How do people
become capable of

deciding what
deserves to be 

believed, 
questioned, 

expanded or
rejected?



orchestarting



DOING
orchestarting

Orchestrating
complex processes

while remaining
intellectually

ACCOUNTABLE
for the decisions
that shape them.



personal learning NETWORKS



DIALOGUE
personal learning NETWORKS

Engaging with
genuine otherness

while remaining
open to being

transformed by it.
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STOP BUILDING CONTAINERS
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